favours, turned them, to use Lord Oliver's words, into
*a make-weight against Hindu nationalism/
Since 1925 Britain has encouraged the conversion
of the Muslims as a religious minority into a national
minority.
In 1933, by MacDonald's Award, Britain, without
reverting to the joint electorates, conceded most of
the Muslim demands, which were at one time de-
manded by the Muslims as a quid pro quo for them;
guaranteed a Muslim majority vote in the Punjab
and Bengal by statute; and formed provinces which
would form a balance of power between Hindu and
Muslim Provinces.
In 1939 when the Congress gave up its alliance
with Britain by withdrawing its ministries, Britain
encouraged the Pakistan Movement; gave to the Mus-
lim League the right to veto any political progress;
and set up and maintained League Ministries. For
instance, in Bengal, with the help of European votes
she supported the ministry even under circumstances
in which any ministry in Hindu Provinces would have
been dismissed.
In the Cripps Offer, Britain conceded the right of
any Province to go out of India and form a separate
Dominion, the effect of which, if worked out sedu-
lously under British influence, would be to interlace
two Dominions in the whole country and perpetuate
friction.
The officially advertised Regionalism of Prof. Coup^
land encouraged the Muslim ambition by proposing
the division of both Hindus and Muslims into four
different States with different nationalisms and a
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